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THE  WAR  AUH  MISSIONS  IN  CHINA 
Survey  of  the  Situation  - December  and  January 


By  Frank  W,  Price 


During  December  and  January  the  area  of  war,  devastation  and  suffering 
in  China  greatly  widened*  The  Japanese  drive  westward  from  Shanghai  culmi- 
nated  in  the  capture  of  Nanking  on  December  13  and  of  Hangchow  on  December 
24.  Fighting  has  now  extended  near  Hangchow,  around  Wuhu  and  north  and 
northwest  of  Nanking.  The  destruction  by  the  Chinese  of  Japanese  mill  prop- 
erty at  Tsingtau  on  December  18  provoked  the  invasion  of  Shantung  province 
and  Tsinan  was  captured  on  December  27.  Since  then  the  Japanese  armies  from 
both  north  and  south  have  pressed  toward  the  vital  railvra.y  junction  of  Suchow 
near  the  Kiangsu- Shantung  border.  Chinese  forces  have  been  massed  in  great 
numbers  to  defend  the  150  mile  wide  corridor  traversed  by  the  east-west  Lung 
Hai  Railway.  The  closing  of  the  gap  between  the  two  invading  armies  would  put 
Japan  in  a position  to  attack  Hankow.  However,  guerilla  operations  by  mobile 
units  are  continually  harrassing  the  invaders*  lines  of  communication  and 
have  slowed  up  the  Japanese  advance.  About  half  of  Shansi  province  has  been 
occupied  but  the  Eighth  Route  Army  (former  communist  army)  has  successfully 
resisted  further  penetration.  In  south  China  there  have  been  fears  for  some 
time  that  a Japanese  army  would  be  landed  and  Canton  has  been  under  strict 
martial  law.  Air  raids  upon  cities  of  Kuangtung  and  upon  the  vital  Canton- 
Hakow  Railway  have  been  increasingly  severe. 

In  spite  of  critical  defeats  in  the  Shanghai-Hangchow-Nanking  triangle, 
and  the  loss  of  such  productive  territory,  the  government  and  people  of 
China  seem  determined  to  continue  the  struggle  for  a long  time  to  come. 
Generalissimo  Chiang  in  six  broadcast  messages  to  the  nation  has  urged  greater 
effort  and  sacrifice  until  freedom  has  been  won.  Visitors  report  that  he  is 
"full  of  confidence,  physically  fresh  and  buoyant".  He  and  other  leaders  see 
hope  of  ultimate  victory  through  a protracted  war  which  will  wear  out  Japan 
through  the  costliness  of  an  extended  occupation.  The  government  and  army 
are  being  reorganized  with  stricter  discipline.  General  Han  Fuh-tfhu,  governor 
of  Shantung  province  was  tried  by  court  martial  and  executed  because  of  his 
failure  to  resist.  New  troops  are  being  enlisted  and  trained  in  central  and 
west  China.  A great  program  of  "mass  mobilization"  with  preparation  of  all 
citizens  for  participation  in  national  defense  is  being  inaugurated. 

The  end  of  the  war  seems  far  off,  Japan* s peace  teims  have  been  reported 
to  include  the  following;  collaboration  between  Japan  and  China  in  an  anti- 
communist policy,  demilitarized  zones  and  Japanese  garrisons  in  China,  an 
economic  agreement  between  China,  Manchukuo  and  Japan  on  Japan* s terms,  war 
indemnities.  A missionary  writes  from  central  China,  *^Ve  do  not  yet  know  of 
any  real  hope  for  middle  ground  between  the  sweeping  Japanese  intentions  and 
the  Chinese  determination  to  hold  some  degree  of  independence.  Meanwhile, 
misery  reigns  in  much  of  China,  and  the  problems  of  the  future  pile  up  for 
both  countries." 

"I  feel  that  we  individually  and  as  a race  have  to  suffer  much  more  be- 
fore there  may  come  a better  day  for  us,"  wrote  Dr,  Wu  Yi-fang,  president  of 
Ginling  College  for  Women  as  she  left  Nanking  to  join  a group  of  teachers  and 
students  in  Wuchang,  But  the  leaders  and  people  of  China  have  already  demon- 
strated that  they  can  meet  danger  and  suffering  with  marvelous  fortitude. 
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Not  only  have  the  soldiers  shown  courage.  Thousands  of  workers  of  the  railways 
and  in  postal  and  telegraph  offices  have  carried  on  under  fire.  Mails  have 
been  delivered  with  remarkable  ©fficienoy  except  in  some  areas  now  occupied  by 
the  Japanese  army  where  the  postal  system  has  broken  down.  Boy  and  Girl 
Scouts  hrf.ve  risked  their  lives  in  rescuing  wounded  civilians.  The  women  of 
the  nation  are  organizing  for  relief  work.  Schools  have  moved  to  central  and 
west  China  and  teachers  are  serving  for  mere  ’’living  alloiArancos *”  And  millions 
of  the  conimon  people^  driven  from  their  homes ^ have  accepted  their  hardships 
bi^^joly  as  part  of  their  sacrifice  for  the  nation. 

’’China  is  bleeding  upon  the  thorns  of  this  invasion^”  v/rites  Dr,  E. 

Stanley  Jones,  Missions  and  the  Christian  church  are  bleeding  too#  But  the 
Christian  witness  has  been  a bright  star  in  the  night  of  suffering,  ”As  I 
leave  China,”  continued  Dr«  Jones,  ”I  want  to  pay  my  tribute  of  gratitude  to 
the  Christians  of  China,  both  missionary  and  Chinese,,  who  are  holding  so  steady 
and  true  in  this  time  of  national  calamity#  I am  proud  to  belong  to  such  a 
band.  There  is  a toughness  of  fibre  in  them  that  is  the  result  of  years  of 
facing  crisis  after  crisis.  The  missionary  enterprise  has  faced  many  a crisis 
in  China  and  has  grown  under  each  one  of  them.  It  will  come  through  this  one^ 
too,  perhaps  purified,” 


The  fighting  has  left  the  Shanghai  area  but  the  problem  of  refugees  re-* 
mains,  ”In  an  area  of  but  six  square  miles,  that  noirmally  oared  for  a popu- 
lation of  nearly  two  millions ^ utterly  destitute  refugees  are  now  numbered 
not  by  tens  of  thousands  but  by  hundreds  of  thousands.  To  us  has  come  the 
sudden  challenge  to  save  this  flotsam,”  More  than  175  camps  have  been  estab- 
lished in  Shanghai^  to  house  150,000  people.  The  Nantao  Safety  Zone  under  the 
direction  of  Father  Jaoquinot  has  250^000,  Including  destitute  refugees 
living  with  relatives  or  friends  there  are  about  three-fourths  of  a million 
in  need  of  food.  Many  missionaries  living  temporarily  in  Shanghai  have  been 
giving  full  time  to  helping  in  the  refugee  camps. 

People  are  returning  but  slowly  to  the  devastated  sections  around  the 
Inaternational  Settlement,  Chapel  is  a city  of  desolation,  A few  mission™ 
aries  have  been  permitted  to  visit  their  former  centers  of  work.  At  the 
Southern  Baptist  compound  in  Hongkew  ”the  condition  is  terrible,”  The  dor- 
mitories of  Eliza  Yates  School  were  shelled,  the  class-room  building  burned 
and  residences  have  been  demolished  and  looted.  The  University  of  Shanghai 
property  is  occupied  by  Japanese  soldiers  and  all  faculty  residences  have  been 
looted,  Margaret  Williamsons  Hospital  was  destroyed  after  the  fighting  had 
ended.  The  extent  of  other  damage  to  mission  and  church  buildings  is  not  yet 
fully  known. 

The  University  of  Shanghai,  St,  John^s  University  and  twenty  Christian 
middle  schools  are  continuing  their  work  in  the  International  and  French 
Settlements,  Churches  are  full  on  Sundays,  But  Shanghai,  formerly  a nerve- 
center  of  mission  work  in  China,  has  been  cut  off  to  a large  extent  from  the 
inland.  Missionaries  have  with  great  difficulty  secured  military  passes  to 
inspect  their  stations  even  near  Shanghai,  The  Japanese  are  evidently  working 
for  control  of  the  International  Settlement^  Censorship  on  cables  and  mails 
has  been  tightened.  The  economic  future  of  Shanghai  is  very  dark.  But  the 
Christian  forces  are  undaunted  as  they  seek  to  minister  with  the  love  of 
Christ  to  those  in  need.  The  Christian  Broadcasting  Station  continues  to 
send  out  news  and  messages  of  encouragement  to  Christian  workers  all  over 
China, 
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East  China 

The  destruction  of  property  in  the  region  between  Shanghai  and  Hanking 
has  been  appalling*  Air  raids,  fires  from,  incendiary  bombs  and  shells  and 
finally  the  burning  of  property  by  retreating  Chinese  troops  have  laid  waste 
the  once  great  and  populous  cities  of  Soochow,  Y'fusih,  Changohow,  Chinkiang, 
and  Sungkiang*  Hundreds  of  sm8,llsr  cities  and  towns  have  been  ruined.  Much 
mission  and  church  property  has  naturally  suffered.  All  the  mission  buildings 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U«  S,  in  Kiangyin,  hospital^  schools  and  mission- 
ary residences  were  burned.  Sections  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Methodist  Hospitals 
in  Socchow  rrere  burned*  In  hashing  a Roman  Catholic  orphanage  was  bombed,  re- 
sulting in  the  death  of  86  children.  Hospitals,  schools,  churches  and  mission- 
ary homes  in  most  of  this  area  have  been  looted*  The  beautiful  city  of  Hangchow 
has  been  spared  the  terrible  destruction  visited  on  other  places,  but  the  city 
has  noin  only  one-fifth  its  former  population. 

Property  losses  have  been  estimated  at  tSOO^OOOjOOO,  The  life  of  nearly 
twenty  million  people  has  been  tragically  disrupted.  They  have  been  driven 
to  the  four  winds  before  the  invading  amies  and  when  they  return  it  will  be 
to  desolate  homes  or  to  farms  without  animals  and  seed.  One  news  dispatch  from 
China  said  that  not  even  in  the  IVorld  IVar  was  there  such  widespread  desolation. 

Many  missionaries  refused  to  leave  when  the  fitting  raged  in  east  China, 

The  Hortli  China  Daily  Hews  said  of  the  missionaries  in  Soochow,  "From  the 
beginning  of  hostilities  this  intrepid  little  band  with  their  able  Chinese 
assistants^  have  carried  on  without  cessation,"  Dr,  iVkson  Young,  Miss  Lucy 
G-rier,  a nurse.  Rev,  Charles  McDaniel  and  others  took  wounded  civilians  and 
patients  from  a hospital  for  the  insane  to  an  island  in  Lake  Tai,  and  stayed 
with  then  for  weeks*  Other  missionaries  stayed  with  Chinese  Christians  in 
villages  and  were  not  heard  of  for  weeks*  Rev.  D.  F,  Stamps  and  Miss  Mary 
Demarest  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Mission  in  Yangchow  were  reported  missing 
for  nearly  two  months.  A missionary  doctor  wrote,  "The  future  is  very  dark 
and  this  whole  section  may  be  swept  clean  before  it  is  over  » we  can  only  live 
day  by  day  trusting  in  Him,"  Twenty-eight  missionaries  stayed  in  Hangchow  and 
fourteen  in  Hanking  through  the  siege  and  capture  of  those  cities  and  with 
them  many  fearless  Chinese  Christian  workers,  caring  for  thousands  of  refugees 
in  "safety  zones," 

The  missions  which  have  suffered  most  heavily  in  the  lower  Yangtze  region 
are  the  Southern  Methodist,  Horthem  and  Southern  Presbyterian,  Northern  and 
southern  Baptist,  Disciples  and  London  Mission.  Fitting  now  presses  in  upon 
stations  in  north  Kiangsu  and  southern  Chekiang* 

Dr,  Robert  F,  Fitch  of  Hangchow  writes,  "The  repercussions  will  be  felt 
everywhere  in  east  Chinaj  cold  and  hunger  will  be  experienced  by  millions  of 
the  poor.  For  several  months  to  come,  perhaps  into  the  late  spring  and  summer 
there  will  be  an  overwhelming  need  for  further  aid  from  outside  sources,  espec- 
ially from  the  Christian  churches  of  the  West," 

Hanking 

The  story  of  the  fall  of  Nanking  and  the  subsequent  days  and  weeks  of  dis« 
order  and  terror  has  been  graphically  told  in  news  dispatches  from  China.  A,T, 
Steele  reported  in  the  New  York  Sun,  "The  fall  of  Hanking  would  have  been  in- 
finitely more  frightful  if  not  for  the  courageous  efforts  of  a handful  of 
American  missionaries  and  German  business  men  who  stayed  throughout  the  siege." 
But  these  brave  fourteen  ran  risks  which  nearly  cost  them  their  lives  once  and 
again, 

A cable  from  one  of  the  missionaries  \dio  had  helped  to  maintain  the  safe- 
ty zone  received  on  January  18th,  said,  "University  of  Hanking  sheltering 
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thirty  thousand  refugees.  This  service  from  December  13  has  been  tenaciously 
maintained  amid  dishonor  by  soldiers,  murdering,  wounding,  wholesale  raping 
resulting  in  violent  terror.  Institutional  losses  moderate.  Majority  resi- 
ences  partly  looted.  Staff  splendid  despite  injuries,  danger,  unspeakable 
IS  ress.  Ginling  College  situation  co)nparable,  Christian  Hospital  service 
unique.  Relief  needs  dominate  city." 

j.ncluded  in  the  Safety  Zone  and  hence  spared  the  material  destruction 
inflicted  upon  the  rest  of  Nanking  were  the  University  of  Nanking,  Ginling 
College,  Nanking  Theological  Seminary,  Vtomen*s  Bible  Training  School,  Ming  Deh 
Presbyterian  School  for  Girls  and  many  missionary  homes. 

In  spite  of  the  unexpected  sudden  advance  of  the  Japanese  armies  both 
the  University  of  Nanlcing  and  Ginling  College  were  able  to  move  their  staffs 
and  considerable  equipment  to  central  and  West  China. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  note  here  that  the  government  succeeded  in  mov- 
ing 19,000  out  of  the  80,000  cases  in  which  it  had  packed  the  art  treasures 
from  the  National  Museum. 

Nanlcing  is  at  present  little  more  than  a Japanese  armed  camp,  subject  to 
raids  from  Chinese  airplanes.  The  city  and  surrounding  region  have  only  a small 
fraction  of  their  former  population.  The  Safety  Zone  is  feeding  50,000  of  the 
most  destitute  daily. 

North  China 

The  people  of  Hopei  province  have  been  experiencing  the  force  of  Japanese 
rule  for  half  a year.  A provisional  government  was  set  up  on  December,  staffed 
by  notoriously  corrupt  pro- Japanese  puppets.  So  far  no  outstanding,  able  Chinese 
has  been  willing  to  cooperate  with  the  Japanese  in  their  plans  for  an  autono- 
mous north  China. 

Christian  educators  are  determined  to  carry  on,  not  to  falter  in  their 
program,  to  conciliate  where  necessary  but  not  to  give  in  on  questiems  of  prin- 
ciple. The  Japanese  officials  are  naturally  seeking  to  control  the  schools. 

All  reference  to  nationalists  China  have  been  deleted  from  the  textbooks.  The 
Confucian  classics  have  been  substituted  for  social  sciences  and  ethics.  Slogans 
everywhere  extol  the  aims  of  the  Japanese  army.  Students  have  been  compelled 
to  join  parades  celebrating  Japanese  victories.  There  have  been  raids  on  libra- 
ries and  offices  of  teachers,  and  some  teachers  have  been  arrested.  Japanese 
is  to  be  the  main  foreign  language  in  the  universities.  However,  four  middle 
schools  in  Peiping  and  Tungchow  have  an  enrollment  of  2350,  only  one  thousand 
less  than  last  year,  and  Yenching  University  now  has  over  500  students.  Yet 
the  strain  on  principals  and  teachers  is  severe,  "Do  you  wonder,"  one  writes, 
that  our  educators,  Chinese  and  foreign,  are  growing  grayer  each  month  now 
than  in  five  years  previously?" 

The  Japanese  advance  last  summer  and  autumn  into  southern  Hopei  caused 
widespread  desolati 'n.  One  missionary  estimates  that  seventy  per  cent  of  the 
people  of  north  China  evacuated  at  some  time,  "Many  of  our  stations  were  com- 
pletely wrecked,  and  the  villages  were  almost  empty  of  inhabitants.  Crops  were 
rotting  in  the  fields,  unharvested.  The  whole  countryside  was  lifeless."  The 
invasion  was  accompanied  by  constant  foraging,  looting  and  raping,  "It  is  all 
more  cruelly  ruthless  than  anything  in  the  American  press  descriptions,"  another 
missionary  vn’ote,  Paotingfu  suffered  especially  during  and  after  the  siege  but 
missionaries  of  the  American  Board  and  Presbyterian  missions  have  continued  to 
serve  there. 

In  the  area  occupied  by  the  Japanese  evangelistic  work  is  going  on, 

’Chinese  Christian  leaders,"  one  report  says,  "are  everywhere  shov/ing  faith, 
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courage  and  detemination  which  no  obstacles  so  far  apparently  can  defeat. 

inspiration  to  their  missionary  colleagues.  The  Church  in  the 
North  does  not  intend  to  abdicate."  At  the  county  seat  of  Chowchow  an  evangel- 
ist and  his  family  and  other  Christians,  total  of  seventeen,  -were  killed  by  a 
bomb  in  one  churchyard.  "The  Chowchow  experience,"  a missionary  writes,  brings 
to  me  forcefully  the  realization  that  the  church,  the  real  church,  is  a fellow- 
ship, Organization,  property  and  programs  may  disappear,  but  little  groups  of 
Christians  who  are  one  with  Christ  in  God  will  continue," 

The  Church  of  the  Bretheren  mission  field  in  eastern  Shansi  was  first  to 
feel  the  effect  of  invasion,  A woman  missionary  from  this  region  writes  that 
the  countryside  was  ravaged  bare.  "I  have  spent  weeks  in  the  midst  of  hell, 
VvTien  one  thinks  of  the  great  areas  of  this  country  of  which  this  is  a fair  ex- 
ample, it  is  too  awful  to  contemplate."  Several  members  of  the  Bretheren  Mis- 
sion have  been  reported  missing.  The  New  York  Times  of  February  2 carried  a 
report  through  Hankow  that  three  missionaries  had  been  shot  by  a Japanese  sen- 
try: Rev.  and  Mrs.  Alva  Harsh  of  Petersburg,  W,  Va,,  and  Miss  Minserva  Neher, 
Laverne,  Calif. 

The  Japanese  lines  at  one  time  reached  as  far  south  as  Fenchow  and  Taiku 
in  the  American  Board  Mission  field.  The  Oberlin-Shansi  School  at  Taiku  moved 
first  to  Yuncheng,  Shansi,  then  to  Shanhsein,  Honan  province.  It  may  move 
further  inland.  The  Ming  I School  at  Fengyang  moved  to  Tsishan  in  the  south- 
west of  the  province  where  the  China  Inland  Mission  has  strong  work  under 
Chinese  leadership.  Tiany  missionaries  are  remaining  in  Shansi  and  also  in 
Shensi  to  the  west.  The  Japanese  are  said  to  have  about  140,000  troops  in 
Shansi  alone. 

In  Suiuan  and  Chahar  provinces  the  Japanese  army  holds  the  main  points 
though  skirmishes  continue.  In  all  the  northern  provinces  irregular  troops  and 
local  defense  organizations  are  making  the  garrisoning  of  the  area  more  diffi- 
cult for  the  invaders.  Relief  needs  are  serious  in  Pieping,  Tientsin,  and  all 
the  conquered  territory. 

Shantung 

Shantung  was  spared  war  until  late  in  December,  But  Governor  Han^s  vac- 
cilating  policy  left  the  province  without  a plan  of  defense  and  Japanese  occu- 
pation was  rapid.  Here  too  great  hordes  of  refugees  fled  before  the  invading 
army.  Part  of  Tsinan  city  was  destroyed  but  the  buildings  of  Cheeloo  University 
have  escaped  damage,  according  to  latest  word,  Chinese  forces  made  a stand  in 
the  southwest  of  the  province  and  fighting  around  Tsining,  an  important  mission 
center,  has  been  especially  severe. 

Suffering  in  Shantung  has  been  accentuated  by  a big  flood  last  summer 
which  made  two  million  people  homeless. 

Many  missionaries  who  had  been  sojourning  at  Tsingtau  have  left  for 
Shanghai  or  other  ports.  A considerable  number,  chiefly  men,  remained  at  their 
stations. 

Fukien 

Southern  Chekiang  and  Fukien  have  been  least  touched  by  war  of  any  coastal 
region.  This  may  be  due  to  the  proximity  of  Fomosa  and  Japan's  plans  for  de- 
velopment from  that  island.  There  have  been  a few  air  raids  and  Amoy  has  felt 
the  hot  breath  of  attack  on  several  occasioias. 

Professor  E.  M,  Stowe  of  Fukien  Christian  University  writes  that  the 
University  and  Christian  schools  of  the  province  have  been  carrying  on  as  usual, 
"a  seemingly  miraculous  oasis  in  a sea  of  chaos  and  blood,"  Students  are  par- 
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ticipating  in  many  out-of-school  activities.  The  nev^r  Union  Theological  College 
at  Changchow  has  opened  Tvith  26  students.  The  churches  are  active  and  a new 
extension  service  to  rural  churches  is  proving  very  fruitful. 

""wii'e  will  go  ahead  as  long  as  possible,"  writes  one  missionary.  Most  of 
the  missionary  vromen  and  children  have  left  the  province. 

South  China 

Kuangtung  has  suffered  principally  from  incessant  air  raids,  the  objectives 
apparently  being  the  destruction  of  government-owned  property,  the  terrorizing 
of  the  civilian  population  and  the  prevention  of  sea-going  commerce.  Casualties 
have  been  high,  especially  among  civilians.  The  landing  of  armed  forces  has 
been  expected  for  some  time. 

The  churches  and  schools  have  tried  to  continue,  many  with  emergency  pro- 
grams. Hospitals  have  rendered  courageous  service.  Many  Christian  institutions 
have  organized  first  aid  corps.  The  Union  Theological  and  Bible  Training  Schools 
in  Canton  have  had  one  hundred  per  cent  attendance.  The  College  department  of 
Lingman  University  has  been  maintained  at  Canton,  under  the  leadership  of  the 
new  president,  Mr,  Lei  Ying— lam.  True  Light  and  Ptii  Ying  Schools  moved  to 
Hongkong,  The  Union  Nomnal  School  and  Mei  Vfa  School  were  bombed  on  December  31, 
The  dining  hall  of  Union  Normal  and  the  main  building  of  Mei  VJa  were  severely 
damaged.  The  Ma  Kwong  Home  for  the  Blind  was  removed  to  Macao. 

Hainan  Island  has  been  fairly  quiet  in  spite  of  some  bombings  and  the 
constant  fear  of  attack  by  gunboats. 

One  report  from  south  China  gave  high  praise  to  three  women  missionaries 
of  the  English  Presbyterian  Mission  who  had  stayed  on  at  Swatow  and  helped  to 
maintain  morale  among  the  Christian  leaders  and  people  there, 

"l  cannot  close  this  letter,"  v/rites  one  missionary,  "without  giving  ex- 
pression to  the  evidence  of  the  wonderful  spirit  of  our  church  leaders  in  this 
time  of  national  crisis,  especially  in  their  determination  to  keep  the  spiritual 
side  of  the  church  uppermost  and  at  the  same  time  express  their  loyalty  to  their 
country.  Chinese  church  leaders  have  not  been  heard  to  preach  hate;  their  pray- 
ers always  include  a petition  for  Japan,  especially  the  Christians  of  Japan," 
"DonH  worry  about  us  missionaries,"  writes  another,  "but  pray  for  the  poor 
Chinpse  people," 

Central  China 


The  biggest  battle  of  the  war  is  now  raging  in  Northern  Kiangsu  and  Nnhwei 
and  in  Honan  province.  On  February  3 the  Japanese  military  commanders  asked 
that  all  foreigners  leave  this  region  because  of  the  fighting.  More  than  500 
missionaries  normally  live  in  this  area.  Several  missionaries  of  the  United 
Church  of  Canada  returned  to  their  stations  in  Honan  after  furlough  only  two 
months  ago,  and  a great  number  of  missionaries  in  the  fighting  zone  will  no 
doubt  carry  on  at  their  own  risk. 

The  Yangtze  River  below  Wuhu  is  blocked  with  booms.  Since  the  capture 
of  Nanking  and  Wuhu  there  has  been  a considerable  exodus  of  missionary  families 
from  Kuling  but  a number  remain  and  the  schools  for  foreign  children  are  being 
maintained.  The  school  at  Chikungshan  has  closed. 

The  "liYuhan  cities  (Hanlcow,  VJuchang  and  Hanyang)  have  been  bombed  many  times 
and  air  raids  have  reached  as  far  up  river  as  Ichang.  But  otherwise  the  provin- 
ces of  Hupeh  and  Hunan  have  been  quiet,  and  Christian  work  has  suffered  compar- 
atively little.  The  effect  of  the  great  migration  from  east  China  is  felt  every- 
where, Many  cities  have  increased  rapidly  in  population.  Wounded  soldiers  pour 


in  from  "the  front  and  hospitals  are  orowied*  Hunan-Yale*s  Emergency  Hospital 
has  prepared  to  receive  2,000, 

Plans  for  mass  mobilization  and  education  of  the  people  in  self-defense 
are  being  promoted  actively  in  these  central  provinces#  Hunan  province  is  be- 
ing made  an  important  area  in  agricultural  experiments  and  rural  reorganization 
which  will  increase  its  productivity  as  a source  of  food  supply# 

Dr.  I'V.  Y,  Chen  of  the  National  Christian  Council  wrote  after  a visit  to 
central  China,  ’®The  spirit  of  the  people  in  the  churches  is  simply  wonderful.” 
Many  inland  stations  write  of  the  help  which  Christian  leaders  and  their  fami- 
lies from  east  China  have  brought  to  them  in  their  work.  The  churches  are  active 
in  relief  work  and  students  of  Christian  schools  are  participating  in  many  serv- 
ice activities# 

The  railway  from  Nachang  to  Canton  is  still  open  despite  repeated  bombings# 
The  nevr  motor  road  from  Changsha  to  Kweilin  will  be  completed  soon#  The  Eurasia 
planes  still  fly  from  Hongkong  to  central  and  west  China  and  carry  mails. 

Bishop  L.  H,  Roote  is  in  Hankow  and  Bishop  A®  A#  Gilman  is  on  his  way 
there  from  the  United  States® 

West  China 

Bishop  Ralph  A.  Ward  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  Szechmn  province  writes 
’’The  rapid  and  sweeping  changes  in  national  life  are  affecting  great  changes  in 
Szechwan,  Thousands  of  students  and  teachers,  business  and  professional  people 
and  government  officials  are  bringing  a broader  outlook,  many  material  things 
and  creative  power.  Many  of  the  newcomers  are  Christians#  Most  of  them  are  at 
least  awakened  spiritually#  Theo  local  Christian  communities  need  adjustment 
to  the  new  opportunities,  not  to  speak  of  their  need  for  more  vital  Christian 
faith  and  life  for  themselves#”  Such  is  the  unexpected  new  opportunity  in  west 
China# 

Szechwan,  we  must  remember,  is  larger  in  size  than  the  British  Isles,  It 
contains  a population  of  over  70,000,000#  It  has  some  of  the  most  fertile  farm; 
land  in  China#  There  are  60  mission  centers  of  16  mission  societies  and  more 
than  430  missionaries  in  the  great  area#  Since  the  chance  of  Szechwan  ever  being 
occupied  by  Japanese  armies  is  very  small,  the  strategic  importance  of  this 
province  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Chinese  government  and  defense  and  from  the 
standpoint  of  Christian  work  and  planning  for  the  future  cannot  be  overestimated. 

Government  imiversities  have  moved  to  Chungkiang  and  Ghsoigtu#  In  one  city 
24  temporary  buildings  were  erected  in  40  days#  The  University  of  Nanking  has 
moved  to  Chengtu  and  will  cooperate  with  West  China  Christian  University, 

Cheeloo  Methodist  School  has  also  moved  to  Szechwan# 

National  Organizations 

The  National  Christian  Council  continues  its  office  in  Shanghai  but  is 
working  more  through  regional  organizations,  especially  in  central  and  west 
China#  Many  mission  secretaries  and  treasurers  now  have  offices  also  in  central 
China  or  in  Hongkong#  The  National  Christian  Council  has  issued  a ”Call  to  a 
Forward  Movement,”  suggesting  a threefold  emergency  program  for  the  churchesi 
relief,  spiritual  uplift,  and  cooperation  of  the  churches  with  other  agencies  in 
service  to  the  people*  Christians  are  being  urged  to  give  a cent  a day  to  re- 
lief work# 

A Y,  M.  C#  A.  leader  in  China  writes,  ”We  need  your  continued  undergirding. 
All  are  determined  to  stay  though  positions  dangerous,”  Mr.  George  Fitch  at 
Nanking,  Mr,  Eugene  Turner  at  Hangchow,  Mr,  R,  S,  Hall  at  Tsinan  and  Mr.  Edward 
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Lockwood  at  Canton  are  among  those  who  are  rendering  notable  service  in  places 
of  peril.  The  National  Committee  of  Y.  H-  C.  A's  has  organized  emergency 
services  for  soldiers  in  28  cities.  One  hundred  full-time  secretaries  have  been 
allocated  to  this  work  while  two  hundred  are  carrying  on  the  regular  Association 
program  where  possible.  The  Peiping  Y.  M.  C.  A.  has  cooperated  with  the  Red 
Cross  in  relief  work  and  recreational  activities  for  wounded  soldiers.  Many 
secretaries  are  now  receiving  only  living  allowances.  Through  hut  v/ork,  soldier 
clubs,  service  to  wounded  in  hospitals,  help  to  soldiers  at  railway  junctions, 
traveling  units,  a work  comparable  to  that  of  the  Y«  M.  C.  A.  during  the  Ivorld 
War  is  being  done  and  with  very  limited  funds. 

The  Y.  W.  C.  A.  has  organized  its  women  members  into  many  forms  of  service 
and  is  helping  to  train  civilians  in  first  aid,  health  work,  and  the  meeting  of 
emergency  needs. 

Education 

Fifty  per  cent  of  the  Chinese  colleges  and  universities  have  been  closed 
or  forced  to  suspend.  The  Ministry  of  Education  has  established  two  temporary 
universities,  one  at  Sian  and  another  at  Changsha,  Nankai,  Central  University 
and  Futan  University  have  new  quarters  in  Chungking,  Tsinghua  and  National  Pe- 
king University  are  now  located  in  Changsha*  The  neY/  location  of  some  Christian 
colleges  has  been  noted.  College  students  and  graduates  are  not  being  encourag- 
ed yet  to  join  the  fighting  services  but  at  least  one-half  of  the  45,000  college 
students  are  engaged  in  war-time  studies*  Many  have  joined  the  Nar-time  Stu- 
dents* Service  Corps. 

Five  temporary  government  middle  schools  have  been  established  in  Kansu, 
Shensi,  Honan,  Szechwan  and  Kweichow,  each  with  about  one  hundred  teachers  and 
one  thousand  students.  Students  will  be  given  free  board  and  clothing  as  most 
of  them  are  refugees  from  north  and  east  China* 

The  Christian  colleges  are  playing  a noble  part  in  the  national  life  during 
the  crisis.  Yenching,  as  has  been  mentioned,  carries  on  in  Peiping  with  an  en- 
rollment of  over  500,  Cheeloo  University  medical  students  have  been  transferred 
to  Chengtu,  other  students  to  various  institutions, 

Gingling  College  is  operating  in  three  units,  at  Shanghai,  at  Hwa  Chung 
College  and  at  IVest  China  Union.  University*  The  University  of  Nanking  has  moved 
to  west  China,  Soochow  University  suffered  heavy  losses  to  its  property  and  is 
still  closed.  The  University  of  Shanghai  continues  work  in  temporary  quarters 
in  the  French  Concession  and  St.  John*s  University  carries  on.  Hangchow  Christ- 
ian College  has  not  suffered  damage  to  property  although  Japanese  guns  are  now 
located  nearby.  Some  teachers  and  students  transferred  to  a small  town  in 
Anhwei  province,  Fukien  Christian  University  and  Hwa  Nan  College  Foochow,  have 
been  able  to  keep  going  without  serious  interruption*  Lingnan  University, 

Canton,  has  460  students  on  the  campus.  The  opening  enrollment  of  Hwachung 
Cbllege,  YJuchang,  was  fifty  per  cent  above  normal  due  to  admission  of  students 
from  other  schools.  West  China  Union  University,  Chengtu,  has  an  enrollment 
twice  that  of  last  year.  Classrooms  and  laboratories  are  utilized  in  successive 
shifts.  All  the  colleges  are  incurring  serious  deficits  this  year,  although 
operating  costs  have  been  reduced  to  bare  essentials. 

Relief  Work 

The  needs  for  relief  in  the  ever-widening  areas  of  hostilities  are  appal- 
ling, Never  have  the  Chinese  themselves  done  so  much  for  their  suffering  fellow- 
countrymen.  Chinese  doctors  have  volunteered  in  large  numbers  for  medical 
service,  one  hundred  going  from  Shanghai  alone*  The  Shanghai  Chinese  churches 


contributed  ^40,000.  Local  relief  coirmittees  have  been  formed  in  a large  number 
of  cities.  But  the  need  is  so  great  that  outside  help  is  imperative. 

The  Federal  Council  of  Churches,  Foreign  Missions  Conference,  China  Famine 
Relief,  Inc,,  and  other  organizations  have  appealed  for  relief  funds  with  lim- 
ited results.  All  mission  societies  have  made  special  appeals.  The  American 
Red  Cross  in  September  authorized  chapters  to  receive  funds  but  initiated  no 
campaign.  But  on  January  25  a campaign  for  a goodwill  offering  was  launched 
with  an  appeal  in  the  form  of  a letter  from  President  Roosevelt,  Funds  will  be 
administered  through  a committee  of  prominent  Americans  in  China  and  the  Advis- 
ory Committee  of  China  Famine  Relief. 

The  International  Red  Cross  is  talcing  over  administration  of  a large  number  of 
refugee  camps  in  Shanghai  and  is  extending  the  ’’Morris  plan."  Major  Morris  6f 
the  Salvation  Army  has  been  most  successful  in  conducting  clean  caaups  and  in 
feeding  the  refugees  ■wdaolesome  food  at  very  low  cost, 

Christian  relief  committees  everywhere  are  most  active  in  helping,  "The 
least  that  Christian  organizations  can  do  under  circumstances  like  these  is  to 
make  the  maximum  contribution  to  ease  pain,  to  heal  the  wounded  and  create  chan- 
nels for  the  love  of  our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ,  to  find  expression  in  the  midst  of 
carnage  and  strife,"  v/rites  one  Christian  group.  The  National  Christian  Council 
has  sent  out  flying  squads  to  survey  needs  in  devastated  areas  and  give  help 
where  possible. 

The  outstanding  service  of  the  Christian  hospitals  everjv-rhere  has  won  high 
praise  from  all  classes  of  Chinese.  The  work  has  been  carried  on  often  in  great 
danger  and  frequently  without  sufficient  medical  supplies.  One  missionary  from 
north  Kiangsu  went  1200  miles  to  Hankow  and  back  in  order  to  secure  needed  drugs 
In  some  areas  Christian  forces  have  joined  with  government  forces  in  medical 
service,  Christian  field  hospital  units  are  being  planned. 

The  plight  of  the  homeless  refugees  is  saddest  in  Shanghai  and  sections 
of  east  China,  In  other  areas  there  is  less  congestion  for  refugees  are  kept 
on  the  move.  In  central  and  western  China  the  wounded  soldier  is  the  most  se- 
rious problem.  The  Chinese  government  and  army  were  utterly  unprepared  to  care 
for  such  large  numbers  of  wounded  soldiers.  Dr,  A,  R,  Kepler  after  a tour 
through  8 provinces  reported,  "I  return  to  Shanghai  from  my  journey  with  the 
woulded  soldier  as  my  most  poignant  memory,  I can^t  get  him  out  of  my  thoughts. 
He  is  the  most  pitiable  person  in  China  today.  The  chances  are  that  he  must 
eat  all  the  bitterness  of  the  refugee,  inadequate  clothing,  insufficient  nourish 
no  protection  from?  rain  and  biting  north  wind,  wounds  festering  through  lack  of 
surgical  care."  It  may  be  days  or  weeks  before  he  gets  from  the  front  line  to 
the  medical  centers  at  Nanchang,  Sian,  V/uhan  or  Changsha,  Dr,  Kepler  continues, 
"The  war  was  univanted  by  China,  The  government  was  not  prepared  to  face  so 
formidable  an  enemy,  and  one  so  thoroughly  prepared  and  equipped  with  every  con- 
ceivable modern  missile  and  instrument  of  destruction.  These  poor  wounded  men 
are  a summons  to  the  Christian  forces  in  China  and  throughout  the  vrorld  to  come 
to  their  rescue  and  set  agencies  in  operation  which  will  look  after  their  needs. 
He  urges  a Christian  Medical  Auxiliary  to  work  in  close  cooperation  with  govern- 
ment medical  units. 

One  missionary  after  visiting  the  vast  camp  for  wounded  soldiers  and  war 
victims  at  Sian,  wrote,  "It  is  the  largest  mass  of  suffering  humanity  I have 
ever  seen.  Yet  there  was  no  groaning  or  complaining  even  from  stretcher  cases 
who  were  borne  past  me  by  tired  Boy  Scouts." 

The  danger  of  epidemics  will  increase  as  spring  and  svimmer  come  on,  and 
all  kinds  of  medical  supplies  will  be  needed. 
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Christians  all  over  China  have  been  contributing  to  relief  funds  and 
women  have  been  making  garments  for  wounded  civilians  and  soldiers.  One  group 
made  1600  wadded  vests  and  in  each  sewed  a printed  Scripture  verse  and  message 
of  comfort*  Missionaries  and  Chinese  Christian  workers  have  been  visiting  camps 
of  vounded  soldiers  to  give  comfort*  To  one  missionary  who  was  on  his  way  to 
this  service  Madaiae  Chiang  Kai-shek  said,  “And  do  not  forget  to  tell  them  of  the 
One  who  suffered  more  than  they*" 

The  Outlook  and  the  Opportunity 

President  Vlu  Yi-fang  of  Ginling  College,  who  is  also  Chairman  of  the 
National  Christian  Council,  wrote  to  friends  in  America,  "In  regard  to  the  gen- 
eral situation  in  China,  I don’t  see  any  possible  improvement  immediately  and  we 
must  face  the  probable  result  of  withdrawing  to  Szechwan,  Yunan,  Kwangsi  and 
Kweichow  provinces*  As  to  how  long  this  process  may  take,  no  one  can  tell.  I 
sound,  I am  afraid,  very  pessimistic,  but  in  fact  I am  quite  confident  of  the 
ultimate  triumph  of  right  over  might*" 

President  Francis  C*  Wei  of  Hwa  hung  College,  now  in  this  country,  said 
recently,  "Whether  China  is  defeated  or  victorious  the  need  for  Christianity 
and  for  Christian  higher  education  will  be  greater  than  before.  If  China  shall 
be  victorious,  she  will  have  all  the  greater  need  for  Christianity  to  use  wisely 
her  new  position  and  power.  If  she  should  be  defeated,  she  will  need  Christian 
courage  and  wisdom  in  dealing  with  the  problems  that  will  confront  her." 

A missionary  leader  writes,  "As  soon  as  hostilities  cease,  under  restric- 
tions and  difficulties  such  as  we  have  never  before  experienced,  we  are  going 
to  have  a tremendous  opportunity  to  preach  and  teach  our  Christian  faith."  After 
his  two  months  preaching  tour  in  central  and  west  China,  Dr.  E*  Stanley  Jones 
declared  that  China  presented  the  greatest  challenge  to  Christianity  of  any  land 
in  the  world  today. 

And,  finally,  this  message  from  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  China,  may  be  taken  as  an  appreciation  and  an  appeal  from 
all  Christians  in  China  today:  "Never  before  have  the  loyal  confidences  and 
intimate  cooperation  betYreen  the  Chinese  and  the  missionary  groups  of  our  church 
in  China  been  so  plainly  evident  nor  so  distinctly  stimulating,  nor  has  the 
Church  ever  before  stood  out  so  clearly  as  a minister  of  good  will  and  helpful- 
ness to  our  suffering  people*" 


